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ON the 10th of april 2010, a cer-
emony was held to thank all 
the students who won in the 

Youth Observer’s competitions. the 
ceremony was held in the Oman Es-
tablishment for Press, Publication and 
advertising. the event was presided 
over by his Excellency Sultan bin 
Salim al habsi, Under-Secretary for 
Financial affairs, Ministry of Finance, 
in the presence of her Excellency Dr 
Muna bint Salim al Jardaniya, Under-
Secretary for Education and Curricula, 
Ministry of Education, and his Excel-
lency abdullah bin Nasser al rahbi, 
Editor in Chief — Oman arabic daily 
and CEO, Oman Establishment for 
Press, Publication and advertising.

Director-Generals, directors, school 
principals, senior supervisors, English 
teachers and students also attended 
the ceremony to receive their prizes 
and certificates of appreciation.

the ceremony began with some 
verses from the holy Quran, recited 
by Yasser al Sanadi, Jaber bin Zaid 
Boys’ School. the programme was 
compered by Shaima al hosni, aseela 
bint Qais School, Muscat, and al Mu-
tasim al Mamari, Jaber bin Zaid Boys’ 
School, Muscat. 

Mrs thuraya Saif al hosni, Educa-
tional advisor and head of the Youth 
Observer team delivered a speech on 
behalf of the Ministry of Education. 
She stated that, “the idea of allocating 
an English newspaper written by stu-
dents came about because the Minis-
try of Education strongly believed in 
providing opportunities for all students 
to improve their writing skills in Eng-
lish.”

She continued that “the Youth Ob-
server is an educational newspaper, 
published monthly by the Ministry of 
Education in co-operation with the 
Oman Establishment for Press, Publi-
cation and advertising since 2002, and 
is financed by a number of private sec-
tor companies, Oman Shipping LLC, 
Oman Mobile and PDO. She thanked 
the three companies for their sponsor-
ship and expressed the hope that they 
will continue to support the Ministry of 
Education. ...”

her speech was followed by an ex-
citing PowerPoint presentation about 
the Youth Observer. this was pre-
pared by ahmed bin Ibrahim al hosni, 
asim bin Omar School, Muscat.

al hajar School students, Ibri, Dha-
hirah acted out a very powerful play 

that they had written and produced 
themselves. the play was about the 
how the Youth Observer was con-
ceived and how it has helped students 
display their talents in writing through 
the medium of English Language.

the chief guest then presented the 
prizes and certificates of apprecia-
tion to the winning students, teachers, 
schools and regions. 

First and second place winners re-

ceived laptops, and third prize winners 
received DVD players. the winners 
were as follows:

A. Poetry writing: “The Day Oman 
Won”:

First Prize: hamed ahmed al-Badri, 
Grade 6, al-Khamael School, Batinah 
North

Second Prize: Shurooq Salem al-
Zawawi, Grade 7, al-Sahwa Schools, 

Muscat
third Prize: Nujood Waleed al-

hashar, Grage 7, al-Sahwa Schools, 
Muscat.

B. Powerpoint Presentation: ‘Oman 
Remembered’

First Prize: Qais Saif al-hamami, 
Grade 8, al-Suwaiq Basic Education 
School, Batinah North. 

Second Prize: Mohammed Juma 

al-hashmi, Grade 8, al-Suwaiq Basic 
Education School, Batinah North.

third Prize: Mahmoud Dawod al-
Shidi, Grade 8, al-Suwaiq Basic Edu-
cation School, Batinah North.
C. Traditional Folk Tales:

First Prize: ‘the Scary Camel’, Ma-
jid tariq Saud al-Busaidi, Grade 8, 
ahmed bin al-Nadher School, Dakli-
yah region.

Second Prize: ‘after the Sinistral 

comes the affluence’, Safa’a Saud al-
Qasabi, Grade 9, Jumah School, Dak-
liyah region.

third Prize: ‘a Great Blessing’, Sa-
rah ali abdullah al-harthi, Grade 10, 
Maria al Qubtiya School, Dakliyah re-
gion.

D. Best Reporter:
Shaima ahmed al hosni, Grade 9, 

aseelah bint Qais School, Muscat. 

E. Winning designer of the charac-
ter, Khala Asia:

asia rashid al hatmi, Grade 12, al 
hajar School, Ibri, Dhahirah

F. Winning Best front page cover 
for YO:

Noora abdullah al Qatabi, Grade 
12, that al Netaqeen School, Ibri, 
Dhahirah

G. ‘Creative use of YO in the 

Omani classroom’.  
First Prize: anitha Boggu, al Qala, 

Basic Education, Izki, Dakliyah. 
Second Prize: Sheikha ali Salim al 

Braiki, afra’ Bint Obeid, Basic Educa-
tion, Cycle 2, Batinah North. 

H. Winning schools that contrib-
uted consistently high quality work 
to YO:

1. al hajar, Basic Education School, 

Ibri, Dahirah.
2. that al Nitaqeen, Basic Educa-

tion School, Ibri, Dahirah.
3. Laila bint hakim, Basic Educa-

tion School, Ibri, Dahirah.
I. Certificates for regions where 
school students contributed to YO 
on a regular basis:

Senior Supervisor of Dakliyah: Mr  
Said al Mahrooqi

Senior Supervisor of Dhahirah: Mr  

Omar al Sawafii
Senior Supervisor of Muscat: Mrs  

Masooma al Lawati
representative of Senior Supervi-

sor of Batinah North: Mrs  Maryam al 
Farsi for Mr rashid al Moqbali. 

Director of Omar bin Khatab In-
stitute for the Visually Challenged: 
Lames abbas

Senior Supervisor of Dhofar: Mr 
Mussalam al Mahri

Senior Supervisor of Musandam: 
Mrs Banashree Bhadhra

Senior Supervisor of Batinah South: 
Mr talib al thuli

Senior Supervisor of Sharqiyah 
South: Ms Suad al arami

acting Senior Supervisor of Private 
Schools: Mrs Zawan al Belushi

Senior Supervisor of Wusta: Mr ali 
azzam

Senior Supervisor of Sharqiyah 
North: Mrs. Salma al Sheifi

regional Supervisor in Buraimi: Mr 
Yaqoob al hinai

Overall best regions:
the region that consistently, since 

2009, sent in work of a very high 
standard for publication to the Youth 
Observer, al Dhahira region won the 
prize for the Overall Best region. 

al Dakliyah region won the prize 
for the Most Productive region, the 
region whose schools contributed 
the most to the Youth Observer in the 
years 2009/2010.

Gifts together with certificates of 
appreciation were also given to the 
Youth Observer team, namely:

Mrs thuraya Saif al hosni, head of 
YO team, MoE

Ms Michele Ni thoghdha, MoE
Mr Khalil Ibrahim al Balushi, MoE
Mr ahmed hamed al Kharoosi, 

MoE

Mrs hana habib al hilali, MoE
Mrs Nahi Sabeel al raqisi, MoE
Mr Upendra Nayak, Youth Observ-

er designer, Oman Establishment for 
Press, Publication and advertising, 
and Mr Izzat abdulmageed abdulla-
teef, MoE
Comperes and contributers to the 
event also received a gift and a 
certificate of appreciation. 

Yasser Yaquob al Sanadi, Jaber bin 
Zaid School Boys’ School, Muscat.

al Mutasim Salim al-Mamari, Jaber 
bin Zaid Boys’ School, Muscat.

ahmed Ibraheem al hosni, assim 
bin Omar School, Muscat.

Mizna Salim al-Maqrashi, asia 
rashid al-hatmi, Maryam amer al-
Maqrashi, asma Salim al-Maqrashi, 
Maha rashid al-hatmi, Mazoun ali al-
Maamari, rehab Sulaim al-Maamari, 
and aysh abdullah al-Maqrashi, and 
their teacher Ms. alya al hatmi, all 
from al hajar School, Ibri, Dhahirah.

at the end of the ceremony her 
Excellency, Dr Muna bint Salim al 
Jardaniya, Undersecretary for Educa-
tion and Curricula, Ministry of Educa-
tion, presented a gift to the chief guest, 
his Excellency, Sultan bin Salim al 
habsi, Under-Secretary for Financial 
affairs, Ministry of Finance. 

Grateful thanks and appreciation 
must go to the sponsors, Oman Ship-
ping, Oman Mobile and PDO who 
continue to support the Youth Ob-
server. Without the support of such 
companies it would not be possible to 
publish YO! all the students, teachers, 
supervisors and everyone working at 
the Ministry of Education really ap-
preciate all your support and we hope 
that you will continue to help us in our 
efforts to improve our fluency and our 
writing skills in English. 

Many thanks to all those who helped 
ensure the successful outcome of this 
ceremony, in particular, the English 
language teachers and students of al 
hajar School, Ibri, Dhahirah region. 

Congratulations to all those who 
have received prizes for their contribu-
tions to the Youth Observer. We very 
much hope that students everywhere 
will continue to contribute lots of inter-
esting articles and that all will actively 
participate in the Youth Observer’s 
competitions next year. Who knows 
maybe next year it could be you on the 
winner’s list! 

— By Shaima Al Hosni, Grade 9
assila bint Qais School, Muscat

Youth Observer contributors honoured
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From poor to rich
ONCE upon a time, there was a poor family 

— a father, mother and two boys. the poor 
man had a job, but he did not have enough 
money. One day he went to the market to buy 
food. he saw a man who was talking about a 
competition. he went to the man and wrote his 
name on a paper. the man put the paper in a 
box. he said, “If we pick your name from the box 
you will go on a trip.” the poor man went back 
home.

after a week the man came to his house. he 
told him that he had won a trip to the forest. he 
was very happy to go on a trip by plane with his 
family. they saw animals and birds.

they landed on an island and walked by the 
sea. then they walked further away from the 
sea. they went deep into the forest where they 
saw a big cave. When they walked into the cave 
they found a box. the box was full of diamonds. 
the poor man took the diamonds with him and 
he became very rich.

— By Noor Suleiman Al-Ghafri 
Grade: Eight 

teacher: amal alL-Ghafri
Omaima bint abdulMutali School (Basic 

Education 1-9)

My Book

It is called the World in a Book.
It is about different topics like:
amazing deserts in africa, 
Interesting rivers in america, 
Great mountains in asia,
�ö�:�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���L�Q���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D
and I want all my friends to have a book like 

my book
— By Rakaa Al Rashdi  (Grade 7/1)
Sinaw Basic Education School (6-12)

ONCE upon the time there 
was a little Omani girl. her 
name was Malak and she 

was very poor. She lived at her 
aunt’s house because her parents 
had died in a car accident. her 
aunt was a rich woman but she 
didn’t give Malak any money! her 
aunt had a young girl. her name 
was reem. She took the money 
which Malak’s parents gave to 
Malak to continue reem’s educa-
tion and she didn’t show any sym-
pathy towards Malak. 

Malak always remembered her 
father’s will when he said to her: 
“Dear Malak, life is so difficult, so 
you must live it any way whether 
it has good moments or bad mo-
ments. But, remember at the end 
we will all return back to allah. af-
ter she remembered her fathers’ 
words, she became very sad and 
she cried a lot.

When she was 20 years old, 
she worked at the hospital as a 
nurse-aide. at the same hospital 
there was an active rich nurse. 
his name was Saif. One day Saif 
saw Malak in the hospital. She 
was very helpful. then, he decid-
ed to marry her. he asked her for 
her opinion. She said, ‘’You must 
ask my aunt and tell her that you 
want to get engaged to me.’’ 

after two days Saif went to 
Malak’s aunt house with his par-
ents to ask for her hand in mar-
riage. his parents told Malak’s 
aunt why they had come. af-
ter that Saif’s mother said 
‘’I’m sure that we will not 
find a girl better than 
Malak. Malak’s aunt 
then said, ‘’What?! Oh 
you don’t know how 
bad she is. I’ve a 
fantastic daugh-
ter. her name 
is reem.’’ Saif 
said, ‘’I don’t 
want to marry 
your daugh-
ter. I want 
Malak!!’’ after 
that the aunt 
became very 
angry. then, she 
said ‘’No way. that 
is impossible.’’ then Saif 
and his parents returned to their 
house. they were all very upset. 
Next day, Saif told Malak about 

what had happened with her aunt 
the previous day. She said ‘’What 
should we do?’’

after a few days Malak’s aunt 
had a headache. She went to 
the hospital. the doctor said 
that Malak’s aunt needed a 
blood transfusion. her blood 
group was O+. reem was 
very worried about her 

mother. reem went to 
the hospital to give her 

mother some blood but 
the doctor said to her, 

‘’I’m sorry … your 
blood group is B+. 

You must find a 
person who has 
blood group 
O+”. “reem 
thought about 
who could 
have blood 
group O+. 

then she re-
membered that 

Malak was O+. 
that same day she 

went to Malak and told 
her about her mother.

Malak immediately ran over to 
the hospital and told the doctor 

that she was O+. the doctor took 
blood from Malak and gave it to 
her aunt.

after a few days her aunt re-
turned home. then, Malak’s aunt 
said, ‘’I don’t know what I should 
say to you. You saved my life 
thank you dear Malak. I will never 
forget your help”. 

the following day Malak’s aunt 
said to Malak, ‘’Can you please 
contact Saif and ask him to come 
over here with his parents.’’ Malak 
said, ‘’OK, but why do you need 
them?’’ the aunt just smiled and 
went to her room. Saif and his par-
ents came to the aunt’s house.

Suddenly, the aunt said to 
them, “What date will we fix for the 
wedding?” they were very taken 
aback and said, ‘’What! Oh we 
are very happy to hear this news 
and to have your agreement.’’

Not long after, Malak married 
Saif. Saif encouraged her to con-
tinue her studies and now both of 
them are working as doctors in 
the same hospital where they met 
sometime ago.

— By Noora Al-Maqrashi
Grade: 10/1

Kubara Basic School, Ibri

With faith, life can be so easy


